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A New York Times Notable BookA Time Magazine â€œBest Comix of the Yearâ€•A San Francisco

Chronicle and Los Angeles Times Best-sellerWise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane

Satrapiâ€™s memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful black-and-white

comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that

saw the overthrow of the Shahâ€™s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the

devastating effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists

and the great-granddaughter of one of Iranâ€™s last emperors, Marjane bears witness to a

childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country.Persepolis paints an unforgettable

portrait of daily life in Iran and of the bewildering contradictions between home life and public life.

Marjaneâ€™s childâ€™s-eye view of dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes

of the revolution allows us to learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own

extraordinary family. Intensely personal, profoundly political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at

once a story of growing up and a reminder of the human cost of war and political repression. It

shows how we carry on, with laughter and tears, in the face of absurdity. And, finally, it introduces

us to an irresistible little girl with whom we cannot help but fall in love.
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I read Persepolis tonight.I mean the whole thing. I started it after dinner, and just finished it at the

153rd page. For those of you who've read, or should I say "experienced" this work, that won't come



as a surprise. For those of you who haven't, consider it a high-endorsement. I had other plans for

my night.....I also had my doubts about this work. Despite the rave reviews, I've never even read a

comic book. That, coupled with the fact that at first glance, it seemed very...well, childish?Oh the

shame! Marjane Satrapi has created an apologetic convert out of me.Persepolis is the story of one

girls experience during the fall of the Shah of Iran, the ensuing Islamic Revolution (which included

Stalin like "purges"), and war with Iraq. Only it's not told in plain text, but rather is a pictured in a

comic book style.A history buff myself, I have an above-average awareness of the historical goings

on of that period. However, told in this unorthodox style, with pictures, through the creative and

emotional eyes of a child, the "facts" gained a vibrance and color for me like never before. The

human side of history had so much more meaning, and seemed to imprint a deeper and easier

understanding in my mind than most accounts.When I was thinking about what was so compelling

about this book, I thought of Edward Tufte. He's a famous professor and scientist in the field of

displaying information graphically. I went to a seminar by him once. He passionately explained the

concept of neural bandwidth, and how most text and plain graphs don't take advantage of the

massive processing power of our minds. The pictures in Persepolis, coupled with Marjane's rich

historical account seemed to take advantage of that latent neural ability.
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